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of  the  Dec^ber  1951  Maathly  la^ratdw  B^pert  f€«r 


flESj 


PEFBLICITIj 


FIMS.  MBS  mP 

COHSfRUCTICa; 

BELXGIOUS  SOTJGES 
Alg)  GHAPEL  USE  I 


catspariscaa* 


saaa^^L  snow.     Precipitation 
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Rogers  in  Denver?  on  leare  most  of  laonth.     1700 
msre  allott^  for  hiistoricsal  projeetv     Bresented 
ps|3®p  <m  I'fesa  ¥@rde  tc  histori®al  assn,    Attaaded 
BBoMag  \d.th  IPS  &  BPE  re  roadg  ^  Qaayon  i^poject. 
i4dblteramt  &  Mattsoa  also  to  ai&etlEg.    Islri^t  ^ 
li.ller  to  BllliBgs  for  gas  task  oalibiuticaj 
Hlller  tcj  Heart  l^lcmatain  r©  fire  tnscks?  MsMuilin 
to  BilHags  &  Ctsster  re  electrical  ©qtdpment. 
Cjorstaeh  to  JS.ssoula  for  training  (m  para<shtit8 
ijaintcamaee  et«,     Joffe^  Sfeiimer,  Ccaisdoa,  Kitta.^s 
to  Idviagstcai  Hod  &  Ckm  Clisb  B^et.     lew  radio  call. 
Staff  jieetings.    Bi^aray  retij^iaKat  &  Mlr^ 
appointai^E.t  as  Bii^^tor;  papomoticm  AlleB  to  Isst., 
IJorked  24th  and  31st.     Scottt  ^toi^ioe  gr<^^  iii«       1< 

Laiidsetape  Arehltect  Sefeost^E*  left.  ' 


«' Montana  Affairs'*  contained  artiele  \^  Rogers. 

AP  carried  elk  r®di2i3ti<^  story,     87,5^  laroadsides 

on  haBd,  3 

Leav©  taken,     l-kttson  &  \idhlbrei^t  to  Des^rer  re 
1952  ppograa.  3 

l^heh.  plowiag  &  sarong.    Work  on  road  signs.  3 

Work  on  cas^  table©  i  fireplaces  aad  fire  rseter.     3-4 

I, P. Co,  repair  ?^op  closed  tmtil  l^ch,     Huntley 
Child  baek  from  florida?  trip  tc  Helena.  4- 

Sunday  School  and  Qbiixrch,     Special  ser?ice  23rd.      A 

Slides  &  film  loan^  former  seasonal  naturalisl^. 
Condon  asked  to  speak  at  steetlngs.  4 
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mSSm  ACTIVITIES   Plans  for  Moose  Exhibit  at  milow  Perk  and  Old 
AKD  EXHIBITS?    Faithful  exhibits.  Paintings  &  exhibits  returned 

from  Chicago  Art  Institute.  4--5 


RESEARCH  Am 

OBSERVATION  J 


NATDRAL  HISTORY 
ASSOCIATION; 

IHCHSASE  OR  DE- 


Work  on  Morris  Geyser  Basin  story.  Grouse j  deer, 
elk  in  ^fenaraotii »  Bighorn  observed,  l%rler  report 
on  geysers  this  winter,  Condon  article  on  vandal- 
isffij  furnished  material  for  writer  on  saoie, 

Mrs.  Quist  hired  part  time  by  Assn.  l^rler  at 
Old  Faithful  on  geyser  research* 

590  vehicles-,  1810  persons,  nearly  same  as  last 


CREASE  ^  TtlAYELg  Dec,  Hunters  in;  game  seen.  6  snowplanes  in. 


RANGER  SERVICE: 


WILDLIFE;  ELK 

HUNTIIK}  SEASOH: 

BISOH: 

FOREST  FIRE 
PROTECTION  t 


Flreaxras  practice ,  lost  &  found  iteraSj  work  on 
forms,  administrative  jaanuale.  htmting  patapols, 
elk  &  buffalo  trapping,  etc, 

175  elk  moved  out  by  truck.  Bison  interfere 
with  elk  trapping. 

34B  elk  taken  by  hunters. 

Preparations  for  reduction^  butchering  bid. 

Annual  Forestry  Report  &  Fire  Atlas,  Gorsuch  to 
Mssoula  re  trainii^  on  parachute  repair ^  etc. 


BLISTER  RUST  COHTROL;  Idrector  approved  extension  at  1^.  Washburn, 


BUILDISG  FIRE 

PROTECTIQI^J: 

ACCIDENTS  Aiffi 
PUBLIC  SAFSri; 

LAW  EHF0RCE14EMT; 

BIRTHS; 

CARRIAGES; 

DEATHS  8 

FERSOHHEL: 

MISCELLASEOUS; 


Fire  hazard  reports  to  departjusnts .  Extinguisher 
repair  orders  sent.  Flans  for  fire  training. 

Accident  on  Gallatin  road.  Ki2j4>erlin  injured  in 
runaway. 


5 
5 

5-6 


6 
7 
7 

7 
7 


Poaching  incident  unsolved.  Judge  Wilcox  away. 

Son  bom  to  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Trevor  Fovah, 

Carolyi*  A,  Wohlbrandt  and  Ridiard  G.  Hunt  married.  8 

Death  of  Albert  L,  McLaughlin.  8 

Seasonals  Betl^  Tliomas,  ^omas  Close,  Geraldine 
Lindquist,  Genevieve  McCabe  terminated.         8-9 

F.E.U.  and  A.F.G.E,  meetings.  9 
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B&poTt  3M 
UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

OFFICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  YELLOWSTONE    PARK.  WYO. 

Sanmwy  3,  1952 

To:  Th©  Mrector 

fro^s  Acting  a^rinteiKient,  Xellofcrstcme  Haticaml  Park 

Subjects     Ibatlxly  Beport  for  Becajiber  I951 

FoliofelKg  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yelloystcaoe 
Hatioiaal  SWk  afsriMg  the  mmih  of  Decei^^p  1951  j 

tveather  Cpi^iitions.     Temperatisros  \mro  belov;  normal  and 
precipitaticai  was  above  aoTEml  for  the  iscaith.     Tt^qseratures  of  aero 
or  below  were  re-cord^  on  ten  days.     iTecipitaticm,  \Mdi  i#as  all  ia 
the  fors  of  snow,  fell  cm.  22  days  during  the  i^mth.     Strong  gale-like 
winds  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  th©  ^sonth  viiic^  caused 
ccmsiderable  driftisaig  of  the  snow.     Bi©  mEadmrni  t^!^ratui*o  of  40° 
vas  recorded  on  the  1st  and  the  ndnimBa  t^sperature  of  ~14^  occurz-ed 
on  th©  20th.     Total  precirsittiticaa  amounts  to  1.59"  ae  coBipSired  to 
0,83''  in  1950,  1.03''  in  194-9,  2.Q1  in  I94B5  0.74."  in  1947,  1.11'^  in 
1946,  1.15"  in  194.5  &xy&  0.34-**  in  1944* 

Specjiil  Activities,     Superinteaod^it  Rogers  ynB  in  Denver 
throughout  the  imsnth  'V&or©  he  -yBs  ongEg©d  on  vork  in  connectifon  with 
hie  project  covering  th©  legislative  history  of  flational  Park  v^5ervice 
area^,     im  Decei?i>er  19  w«-  vere  advised  theit  the  l^ashijagton  Office  had 
allotted  1700  a«3diti<mal  for  coatiEuing  i^ork  on  this  project,  aaking 
a  total  allotia^t  for  the  1952  fiscta  year  of  el, 200.     Mr.  H^rs 
was  on  annual  leave  from  Dec&s^jter  3  throuj^^  28  but  on  December  11  he 
fxresented  a  paper  on  J^feea  Verde  Natiosml  it^rk  to  the  Colorado  State 
Historical  Associatioti  in  Denver.     On  Deceaaber  10  be  attended  a 
Bsetini^  vith  Ifetional  Fsxk  Service  aM  l&areau  of  Public  Hoads 
officials  in  connectian  with  Yellowstone  raajor  road  priorities  and 
develojHBKat  of  the  Canyon  area.     Ohief  Engineer  McM-ferandt  and 
Itesident  Landscape  Ardiitect  l'ktt^<ai  al©o  attend^  13iis  iseeting, 
Hhe  l&tti^ar  t^/o  left  the  park  on  bec^feer  9  to  attend  this  loeeting 
and  returned  cm  the  13th. 

Cn  December  5  Chief  atorefceefjear  Mri^t  and  ^op  Ibr^san 
Mller  went  to  Ml  .lings  to  have  one  of  the  gas  tanks  calibrated,  Mr. 
Miller  continuing  on  to  Heart  l-feunttiin  to  inspect  surplus  fire  'trucks 
for  the  Kegion  Two  Office.     ^Ihoy  returned  on  the  7th, 


aHTATB  QHTI^IU 
fiOm3TMI   3HT  "=IO  Ti13MT.  ..-^ 

.OYW  .>i51Aq  3i/!OTaWOJJ3Y 


1*^ 


TMHaMHTOmasua  3ht  lo  aon^ 


&9* 


"fi-. 


cfvvr  sktLM 


iS:j.-'-i^iI.ii':x  \.j^yi:f&     , 


jv>- -■■•-:       ■'■•,'-   lo    *ni.viT,i;-i^;;s;ii   ;:i^:iAlll;£U  »ti3    Ma  .tel  i^i^  ISG   -. 


«  i;errii?xt-^'«3  s,i.l  CI  'K^d^jivDiiS  £iO     ^'se'/.rr^I  mf.  i^oS^a^toom^A  1-,,.. ...... 

,  ;;iis.£i'£»4it^  a±rfj  l>?i.  oalift  ^m^d-j-i^v':  i-^^i^fidfeiA  ecjjsoa^isj  <J-0@lu;a^ 


On  December  L4  Electrical  Supervisor  l'h¥ajillln  went  to 
Billings  to  check  some  electrical  eqidpraent  and  on  to  Custer  to 
pick  up  a  surplus  refrigerator  and  stove.  He  returned  the  folloidLng 
day, 

Robert  V,  Gorsuch,  ilre  Control  Aid  ( Smoke -Juiaper  Sq^oad 
Leader),  went  to  Mf:soula  on  December  1$  to  receive  instruction  and 
training  in  parachute  loaintenance  and  other  related  work  incidental 
to  snoke jtjinping .  He  expects  to  be  gone  for  about  a  month. 

On  the  Evening  of  December  20  Messrs,  Joffe,  Skinner, 
Condon  and  Kittams  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Park  County 
Rod  and  Gun  Club  in  Livingston  at  which  new  officers  ^rere  elected 
and  they  discussed  general  vdldlife  matters. 

On   December  1  a  new  radio  call  for  the   park  became  effective, 
The  new  call  assigned  to  the  park  is  KCC  700. 

Staff  meetings  including  all  division  heads  were  held  in 
the  superintendent's  office  on  December  7  and  17  with  Acting  Superin- 
'.endent  Johnston  presiding. 


O' 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Demaray,  Director  of  the  National  Park  Service 
since  April  1,  1951,  retired  on  December  8  after  ^-Sg-  years  of  Federal 
service.  On  December  9  Associate  Director  Conrad  L.  Wirth  assumed  the 
duties  of  Director  and  Thomas  J.  Allen,  Regional  Director,  Region  One, 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Assistant  Director.  Hillory  A.  Tolson 
and  Ronald  F.  Lee  are  ihe   other  two  Assistant  Directors. 

Due  to  ihe   fact  th8.t  Departmental  Order  Ho.  2673  of  December 
7  was  received  in  ihe   park  on  the  morning  of  December  27,  too  late  to 
be  put  into  effect,  park  employees  \diose  tour  of  duty  was  I'bnday 
through  JViday  remained  on  their  regular  schedule  and  accordingly 
worked  on  Mondays  December  24-  and  31.  From  a  park  administrative 
standpoint  this  appeared  to  be  a  more  effective  operational  schedule. 

A  group  known  as  the  "Emergency  Service  Explorers  of  the 
Gallatin  Valley"  came  into  the  park  at  West  Yellov.-stone  on  December  27 
on  a  winter  snowshoe  expedition  to  Old  Faithful.  The  group  experienced 
difficulty  the  first  day  and  two  of  the  men  had  to  retiim  and  the 
party  only  covered  about  a.  half   of  the  contemplat-ed  distance  that 
day.  The  journey  was  ei^sspected  to  take  six  days  for  the  round  trip  but 
at  the  end  of  the  tiiird  day  they  had  only  reached  the  Firehole  Cascades 
and  the  party  turned  back  the  following  day  because  of  bad  weather, 
blistered  feet  and  other  difficulties.  They  expected  to  be  out  of 
the  park  at  IJest  Yellowstone  by  the  evening  of  January  1.  The  trip 
was  a  decided  failure.  The  iDarty  was  originally  composed  of  foiu'teen 
older  Scouts  xmder  the  leadership  of  Don  Peters.  Yellowstone  Valley 
Council  libcplorer  Scouting  Coriim-issioner,  !ihe  boys  making  the  trip 
were  prepared  therefor  by  having  received  a  full  month  of  training 
instruction  including  training  films,  numerous  eqi4pEient  chocks, 
winter  survival  talks  and  weekend  test  runs. 
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„       Inspeotions . 

CSharloc  Schuster,  Landscape  Architect,  Region  Two,  who 
hxuB  been  on  aosigmaent  in  leiiowstone  since  July  4j  departs  on 
B9cea^er  16  on  aamaal  leav©  tmtil  January  18  and  will  then  rettim  to 
Qoeha. 

In-Service  Training .  On  Deceiriber  11  and  12  eleven  Park 
Rangers  each  received  one  hotir  of  clcssrootn  instruction  on  the  subject 
of  firearms  in  law  enforcei»Bnt,  Twelve  rajigers  received  in  addition 
a  total  of  55  man-hoisrs  of  instruction  and  practice  on  the  firearms 
range.  Safety  in  handling  firearaiE  was  eiKphaeised  and  the  trainees 
were  given  an  opportunity  to  practice  witli  both  rifles  and  revolvers 
to  iE^srove  l^ieir  ability  to  handle  these  weapons 

"Erie  ¥eekly  Newsletter  was  issued  each  Thursday  during  the 
month  to  keep  employees,  ccsQcessioners  and  others  currently  infonsed 
on  park  happenings. 

Publicity.  "Montana  Affairs",  official  publication  of  the 
tbntana  Chaiaber  of  Conimerce*  for  Deceffiber,  contained  an  article  on 
the  park  written  by  Superintendent  Rogers. 

On  December  20  the  Associated  Press  released  a  story  on  the 
park  elk  reduction  program  from  inforimtion  furnished  by  the  park, 

A  total  of  86,500  broadsides  remained  on  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  month. 

Plans,  I'l&pp   and  Surveys .  Ibst  of  the  engineering  personnel 
and  the  Resident  Landscape  Arc>iitect  were  on  annual  leave  from  one  to 
two  weeks  during  the  isonth  and  Land n cape  Architect  Schuster  tAo  had 
he&a  assigned  to  the  park  since  Jiily  4.  departed  on  December  16. 

!-'Iessrs  I-fattson  and  Wohlbrandt  inatle  a  trip  to  Denver  for  a 
joint  laeeting  with  Regional  personnel  and  Bureau  of  Public  Roads 
officials  regarding  the  prograBaaing  of  yark  for  the  1952  season. 

Maintenance .  Sno¥  plowing  was  aliiost  continuous  during  the 
month  and  hills  required  sanding  often.  Besides  keeping  the  road  from 
Gardiner  to  Cooke  open  it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  roads  plowed  to 
five  elk  traps.  Snow  v-as:  from  12"  to  36"  in  depth  with  drifts  up  to 
6  feet  or  more, 

A  large  nuiaber  of  road  signs  were  repaired  and  repainted 
and  a  few  new  signs  laade,  l-bst  of  the  2saintenance  was  handled  hy 
our  regular  crew. 

Hew  Construction.  All  road  construction  projects  were  closed 
down  for  the  winter. 

All  other  projects  except  the  following  were  inactive  due 
to  winter  close-down  of  work. 
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Acco-ont  233.01.  Camipground  Rehabilitation  throughout  park — 
87  fireplaces  have  been  prefabricated  and  35  campgroimd  tables  prefab- 
ricated, 

Accoiint  332.10,  Fire  1-feter^  MaCTaoth-^-Concrete  vault  was 
extended  and  placing  of  meter  started,  ¥ork  about  75%  conaslete. 

Concessioners .  The   lelloi-sstone  Park  Coiirpany  closed  its 
shops  at  Gardiner  on  December  1  and  expected  to  keep  them  closed  until 
about  Jfe.r<di  1. 

llvntlej  Child  J  Vice  President  of  "the  Yellowstone  Park  CoBipsji7> 
returned  to  the  park  on  December  18  froFt  attendance  at  the  Hotel 
Association  Convention  in  Mlsmi,  Florida,  and  a  visit  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  to  the  Mashington  Office,  but  left  a  few  days  later  for  Helena 
to  spend  the  holidays  -Uiere. 

Religious  Sendees  and  Chapel  Use.  Ihe  lellowstone  national 
Park  Qiapel  vas  used  for  the  regular  religious  searvices  prograa  for  ihe 
month  and  each  Sunday  at  10:30  a«Ei,  there  was  the  regular  Sunday  School 
prograxa.  On  Deceiver  23  the  Sunday  School  had  a  special  service  and  a 
program  vfas  presented  by  the  pre-sehool  children. 

®ie  Rev.  A.  II.  Seebart  conducted  a  church  service  in  tiie 
Chapel  on  the  16th  and  on  the  23rd  the  cojfsaaunity  had  a  special  candle- 
light service  with  the  Rev.  Ben  Davis  preaching  the  sermon. 

^■'^3:'£E§Ml§.  Services. 

lonpSEHc  con^Eacli*°lave  been  laade  as  part  of  the  interpretive 

service  but  isaterials  were  sent  to  former  Park  Ranger-Naturalists  for 

their  use.  A  set  of  360  kodaslides  were  sent  to  Frank  Shaw  for  his 

use  in  presenting  a  series  of  talks  on  Yellowstone.  Also  a  l65iBn  movie 

reel  was  sent  to  yt,   Wallace  Hennessy  for  his  use.  Reports  ftrom  these 

3!3en  indicate  pleased  school  audiences  and  they  are  retaining  the 

material  into  January  to  meet  requests  for  progrejss. 

Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  has  been  asked  to  provide  the 
Banquet  talk  at  the  Annual  Ifeeting  of  the  I^ontana  Conservation  Council 
in  Billings^  I-tontana,  on  January  25.  He  also  has  been  asked  to 
pfia?ticipate  as  one  of  the  instructors  in  a  Wildlife  Training  Course 
to  be  given  at  Mssoula,  February  3  to  7  inclusive.  Ihis  course  is 
sponsored  by  the  Ifclted  States  Forest  Service,  l^fentana  I&iiversity  and 
the  Montana  \aidlife  Federation. 

Ifoseum  Activities  and  Ebdaibits .  The  plans  for  the  installa- 
tion of  a  Ifoose  Ebdiibit  at  Willow  Park  and  for  exhibits  to  go  in  the 
Old  Faithful  I^iseura  were  reviewed  by  Park  Naturalist  Watson  for  his 
additions  and  suggestions  during  the  laonth  and  will  be  completed,  it 
is  hoped,  in  January. 
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Hie  Cliicago  Art  Institute  returned  to  lellowatone  Xhe   Moran 
paintings,  animal  track  casts  and  skulls  which  were  on  loan  to  them 
for  the  Erana  Lipp  exhibit.  Biese  were  all  checked,  found  to  be  in 
good  condition  and  have  been  carefully  stored  awa^sr. 

^^J^^£^  and  Qbgervation.  Park  Katiiralist  Watson  has 
devoted  a  good  part  of  his  time  diiriag  l^e  month  to  a  review  of  all 
published  materials  available  on  the  Kon'is  Geyser  Basinj  preparatory 
to  the  preparation  of  an  interpi^tive  imntiscript  telling  the  Norris 
Geyser  Basin  story, 

A  large  Richardson's  Grouse  has  moved  into  the  coEMunity 
and  has  been  inaking  the  rounds  to  all  back  porches.  TJaQre   is  soEse 
question  a^  to  whe-Wier  this  is  the  sasse  bird  that  visited  the  area 
last  year.  The  Rocky  Momitain  J-Sile  Beer  are  conmon  aH  day  long  in 
the  residential  area.  During  Uie   latter  part  of  the  month  large 
nuaibers  of  elk  were  visiting  the  parade  ground  aM  slopes  around 
MMBmoth,  On  several  occasions  cows  and  calves  have  been  se«ai  in 
amonrc  the  biiildings.  ISiiE!  har  not  "been  cammn  in  recent  years.  On 
the  i9th  Park  Maturalist  Watson  watched  eleven  Bighorn  feeding  on 
the  slopes  of  Mount  Everts  near  the  Eagle  Nest  Rock. 

George  Msxler  reports  that  all  leajor  geysers  in  the  Upper 
Basin  are  erupting  regularly  and  that  some  have  actually  been 
functioning  on  a  shorter  interval.  The  Splendid  Geyser  has  erupted 
several  times  during  the  month  and  conditions  in  tlie  Daisy  group  are 
in  a  state  of  instability  ^diich  a^y  result  in  a  marked  change  in  this 
geyser  group  for  the  1952  season,  Ihe  Grand  and  Riverside  geysers 
have  been  erupting  on  a  shorter  interval  during  December  than  they  did 
during  the  s\»niner  months.  liie  Beehive  has  erupted  xdtii  g-reat  regularity 
several  tirries  a  week.  The  Giant  has  laaintained  its  5  to  6  day  interval 
for  December. 

Ciiief  Park  laturalist  Condon  prepared  an  article  on  Vandalism 
Tidiich  has  been  submitted  to  the  Regional  Office  for  review.  He  also 
©pent  considerable  time   working  vp   some  information  to  Bend   a  writer, 
JSLbs  Lucia  Lewis,  vjho  inquired  for  background  aiaterial  for  an  article 
she  is  preparing  on  s<«ae  phases  of  public  vandalism, 

Hatural  History  Association.  J&*3.  iilice  Quist  was  hired  tgr 
the  Association  to  work  two  afternoons  each  week  to  handle  the  Associa- 
tion's bool^eping  and   stenographic  work. 

Mr.  Geoi^  ^krler  remained  on  dm?ing  the  month  as  a  research 
eii^loyse  in  the  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  residing  at  the  Old  Faithful  Ranger 

Station . 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  A  total  of  590  vehicles 
carrying  1,810  persons  entered  the  park  during  the  mcaith  as  coB5>ared 
with  597  vehicles  and  1,839  persons  in  December  1950.  The  laajority  of 
the  travel  is  attributed  to  the  hunters  in  the  Gardiner  area  visiting 
ihe   park  after  the  hunting  for  the  day  had  ended.  Ihe  road  to  the 
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northeast  Entraaice  was  open  to  travel  during  the  xaonth  except  for 
very  short  periods  the  latter  part  of  the  aionth  affording  an 
excellent  game  show  for  those  who  made  the  trip  through  the  northern 
section  of  the  park. 

Six  enov  planes  entered  the  pai'k  via  the  West  Entrance, 
making  trips  to  Madison  Jtmction  and  Old  Faithful. 

Rangey  Service,  Kimting  patrols  were  carried  on  all  month 
along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  park  due  to  the  concentrated 
hunting  activities  by  large  numbers  of  hxanters.  Patrols  were  also 
made  in  the  Bechler  area  during  tlie  ahort  hunting  season  along  that 
portion  of  the  park  boundary. 

The  laajority  of  tlia  rangers  on  duty  in  tlxe  nor^em  part 
of  the  park  were  assigned  to  elk  trapping  and  other  related  duties 
the  latter  part  of  the  month.  The  personnel  at  Lamar  Unit  started 
feeding  the  horse  herd  and  aleo  started  putting  out  bay  to  attract  l^e 
buffalo  to  the  area  so  that  they  could  more  easily  be  captured  next 
month  for  the  buffalo  reduction  operation. 

Twelve  raagers  received  a  total  of  55  man-hours  In-wJervice 
Training  in  the  use  and  practice  with  fireanas. 

All  remaining  lost  and  found  items  v/ere  disposed  of  during 
idle  month,  either  by  i'*etuming  them  to  the  owner,  the  finder  or  to 
idae  storehouse  for  final  disposal. 

Office  work  included  the  preparation  of  reports,  correspond- 
ence; checking  the  number  of  forms  on  hand  and  miirieographing  additional 
forms,  checiiing  the  Mjsalnistrative  and  Report  J^knuals  for  necessary' 
revisions  and  bringing  the  personnel  record  book  up  to  date, 

Uie  work  was  continued  in  repairing  the  riding  and  packing 
equipment  for  use  next  season  as  well  as  repairing  the  horse  trailers. 

midlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.  ELK  MAmGEIM-JT. 
!Ehe  Gardiner,  l^feaamotli.  Crystal  Greek  and  Black  tail  Deer  Creek  elk 
traps  were  operated  during  the  entire  month  but  the  first  elk  were 
captured  at  the  Blacktail  and  l^feimaoth  traps  on  December  18.  A  total 
of  175  was  trapped  and  furnished  the  riontana  Fish  and  Game  Department 
for  release  in  open  hunting  areas  in  southern  Park  County.  Live  elk 
were  not  furnished  for  other  purposes  during  December,  but  262  animals 
will  be  provided  later  in  the  winter  to  fill  approved  requests  for 
transplanting  and  propagation  p\irposes. 

Trapping  operations  at  Lamar  were  unsuccessful  due  to  the 
j»:esence  of  bison.  Hie   Crystal  Creek  trap  yielded  only  one  catch  as 
bison  also  interfered  with  trapping  operations  at  that  location.  Both 
traps  will  be  used  as  soon  as  the  bison  can  be  corralled  at  Lamar  as 
this  will  prevent  further  difficulty  with  them. 
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KUKTING  SEASON.  The  tfentana  Fish  and  Gaiae  Department  checking 
station  at  Corwin  Springs  coimaenced  operstions  on  Itecejnber  4-  and 
recorded  308  elk  taken  by  the  close  of  the  month.  The   Bistidct  Warden 
Siqpervisor  estimated  that  4.0  elk  vrere  taken  by  ii^mters  before  the 
checking  station  opened  \Mch  broijght  the  total  kill  to  3-48  hy  the 
end  of  December.  Only  118  elk  had  been  cheeked  through  the  Convln 
station  by  December  31j  1950, 

BISOS.  MoEt  of  the  bison  in  the  Lamar  Valley  had  been 
attracted  to  the  vicinity  of  tiae  Lajaar  Unit  by  a  feeding  operation 
but  on  Deceicber  28,  idien  temperatures  vrere  above  freezing,  all  but 
about  60  of  Idle  animals  laoved  dovaa  the  valley  to  the  Horseshoe  area. 
Attesjpts  to  lure  them  back  to  Lamar  were  commenced  imi^diately  as  it 
is  planned  to  coiral  the  entire  herd  as  early  as  possible  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  reduction  operations  whicii  will  leave  approximately  100 
bison  in  ■Uie  Lamar  area.  All  preparations  for  the  rer^iKition,  other  than 
corralling  the  bison,  are  coiaplete. 

Bids  were  opened  on  December  12  for  the  butchering  of  buffalo 
in  connection  with  the  buffalo  reduction  program  and  award  was  made 
to  Heniy  J.  Helgeson  of  ^2.ssoula  with  a  bid  of  13.20  per  aniiaal. 

Forest  lire  Protection .  Ihe  draft  of  the  Annual  Forestry 
Report  was  finished  and  was  ready  to  be  typed  by  the  close  of  the 
montli.  Ihe  fire  Atlas  material  was  completed. 

Smoke  juicer  Squad-Leader  Robert  V.  Gorsuch  went  to  Mssoula, 
Jtontana,  vAiere  he  will  receive  about  a  mGntii^s  in-service  training  at 
the  Forest  Service  Parachute.  Loft.  Tbls   training  vdll  consist  of 
parachute  maintenBiice  and  rigginig.  During  December  he  used  sewing 
machines  J  learning  to  darn,  patch  and  replace  sections  in  parachutes. 
He  used  a  four-needle  oachine.  He  also  received  instruction  in  the 
operation  and  repair  of  single-point  release  bos  (on  harness).  He 
expects  to  return  about  JaxmaTy  15, 

iUister  Rust  Control.  On  Deceiaber  17  the  Director  approved 
the  extension  proposed  for  blister  rust  c<mtrol  in  the  Mt.  Ifeishbum 
area. 

Building  Fire  Protection.  A  list  of  fire  haaards  found  during 
th®  anmml  building  inspection  made  in  the  ^feinmoth  area  was  submitted 
to  the  various,  departments  for  correction  during  the  winter. 

Orders  for  extinguisher  re-diarges  and  foam  extinguisher 
repair  parts  were  sent  out  during  the  first  part  of  the  month. 

Plans  iiere  started  for  building  fire  control  in-service 
training,  Dais  training  will  be  started  sometime  in  March. 
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Accidents  and  Public  Safety.  One  Class  "B"  automobile  acci- 
dent ijas  reported  diiriaag  the  month  occurring  on  the  l.^est  Yellowstone  - 
Gallatin  road  and  involving  a  tanker  truck  and  a  visitor  car.  Iliree 
people  -were  injured  in  the  accident  necessitating  ii^eir  being  taken  to 
a  hospital  for  treatment.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  car  taking 
the  injiared  people  to  the  hospital  skidded  and  overturned  outside  the 
park  boimdary.  It  is  not  knoijn  iifcether  the  occi^jants  in  this  wreck 
suffered  additional  injuries  or  not. 

Buffalo  Herder  Jaiaes  C,  Kimberlin  suffered  painful  injuries 
on  tlie  21st  vAien  h©  was  run  over  by  a  sled  hitched  to  a  team  of  horses. 
He  incurred  a  acalp  laceration  in  addition  to  sprains  and  bruises.  He 
also  suffered  a  reaction  to  hospital  treatment  requiring  additional 
tim©  in  the  hospital  for  further  treataaent, 

La.v  Enforcement «  Ihere  were  no  law  enforcement  cases  brought 
to  trial  during  the  month.  However,  evidence  was  found  that  two  elk 
had  been  poached;;  one  in  the  Gallatin  area  and  one  beti-jeen  Gardiner 
and  Stevens  Creek,  but  the  culprits  were  not  apprehended.  Ni^t 
patrols  were  made  over  both  these   sections  of  road  at  irregular  inter- 
vals in  an  effort  to  curb  poaching  activities, 

U.  S.  Commissioner  T.  Paul.  Milcos:  left  on  December  14  for 
Seattle ;  ¥ashington,  where  he  expected  to  reiaain  until  after  the 
Bdddle  of  February. 

Births.  A  9i  pound  boy  w£s  bom  tc  l#,  and  1'4ps,  Trevor 
Povali  in  &,nta  Stonicaj  Califoniia,  on  Decenber  I4.  Mr,  Povah  is  the 
Vice  President  of  Hamilton  Stores^  Inc.  and  I^s,  Povah  is  the  dau^ter 
of  Jft".  and  !frs,  G.  A.  HaEdlton, 

I-krriages.  Carolyn  A.  Hohlbrandt,  daughter  of  Park  Engineer 
Philip  H.  Hohlbrandt,  and  Richard.  C.  Hunt,  of  Vfheatland,  California, 
who  was  euployed  by  the  Bational  Park  Service  here  as  a.  truck  driver 
the  past  two  seasons,  vrere   married  at  Reno,  Heve.da,  on  December  28. 
'Kiev  are  now  living  at  San  Jose,  Calif omia. 

Deaths .  Albert  L,  (Al)  IfcLaughlin,  one  of  the  last  oid--tiiae 
ranpiers,  died  in  the  Park  HospitaJ.  in  Livlnf^ston  on  December  21.  Al 
was  a  stagecoach  driver  in  the  park  before  the  transportation  was 
motorized  and  when  the  civilian  organization  took  over  the  park  from 
the  military  in  1918  he  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  first  park  rangers, 
in  ^Jh3.ch  capacity  he  served  until  my  1927.  After  his  departure 
from  the  Fart  Service  he  remained  in  Gardiner.  He  was  82  years  of 
age.  Burial  was  in  Livingston  on  December  24-. 

Personnel.  The  services  of  Betty  Jane  "Hioinas,  seascmal 
Clerk-I^ist,  03-3,  and  Thomas  E.  Close,  seasonal  Storekeeper  (General), 
GS-3,  were  terminated  at  the  close  of  business  December  7.  The  services 
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of  Geraldine  M,  Idndqiiist,  seasonal  Clerk-Stenograjdiers  GS-3,  and 
Genevieve  E.  IScCabe,  seasonal  Clerk-Stenographers  GS-3,  were  termi- 
nated at  the  close  of  business  I>ec©2Dber  I4.. 

l^tLseellaneous .     The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  Federal 
IteiployeeB  Union  Ho.  165  was  held  in  the  Canteen  on  Dece^aber  3. 

Ihe  regular  laonthly  iiieeting  of  the  Araerican  JFederaiion  of 
Government  Smployees  local  was  held  in  the  Canteen  on  Deeeiaber  17. 
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